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A frustrating start to the period at the end of May and early June with three ringing sessions cancelled owing to
combinations of rain and high winds. Another missed Sunday in early July owing to rain was made up for by a
mid-week visit, and we ended the period just one week later than planned, but with little time for ringing
elsewhere in the wood. Overall numbers at the standard sites of 183 were just above the mean for the period, and
catches at the seven standard sites have varied from a low of 10 to a high of 37.

It was also the time for ringing nestlings. The total of 454 included 150 ringed on one particularly busy day. Nearly
all the nestlings fledged in what has been a productive and compact breeding season. Our nestling ringing is
almost exclusively of tits but the abundance of juveniles appears to be reflected in other species with a good
proportion of juveniles in the catches. For example, on the last visit of the period, 24 of the 30 birds were juveniles.
An optimist would suggest this reflects a very productive breeding season. A pessimist might suggest there has been
high post-breeding adult mortality. Whatever the truth (which is likely to be somewhere between the extreme
optimistic and pessimistic outlooks) we certainly have seen a much greater proportion of juveniles during mid-May
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able to net as before, but are paying a lot more attention
to the forecast speed of the wind gusts. With less public
access to parts of the wood, we wonder if this will have a positive effect on the wildlife? It is interesting to look at
the density of tree foliage at all but the very high canopy levels. Foliage below the high canopy appears just as
dense as it was before ash dieback struck. It seems that the other tree species are taking advantage of reduced Ash
foliage and are growing to fill the vacancies left by dying Ash. It is only if you look at the very top of the canopy
that the effect is really obvious with many sparsely-leaved Ash branches protruding through the dense greenery
below.

Year

In June we hosted a visit from Gainsborough WLT group. Murphy’s Law seemed to be suspended for the day - the
weather was good and the catch was both large and varied.

Common Birds Census 2025

Many thanks to the observers who have completed another year’s recording. The visit maps are now with Chris
Bennet who creates species observation maps. Once these are done they will be used by Ellen to determine the
breeding territories according to the protocols first developed in the 1960s. The maps and territory numbers should
be done well before the start of the 2026 season.

Frass (caterpillar droppings)

Ken Smith sent his usual reminder that the season was drawing to an end and he would be ready to receive the
samples at any time.

Just to let you know that we took in our frass trays this week. Here in Sussex it has been an amazing warm and
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settled spring. There has been virtually no rain so most of our frass collections have been dry. | have managed to
keep up with sorting our samples and the peak frass was on May 2 - one of the earliest peaks | have ever
recorded.

On mismatch arguments alone we would have expected the birds to have missed the caterpillar peak this year
and so have low productivity. In fact for us, and just about everyone else | have spoken to, the productivity has
been high this year. Even Lesser Spotted Woodpeckers have done well. | think this must mean that other
invertebrates have done well in the settled conditions this spring.

Any thoughts from your site?

In reply John said that it looked to have been a good season for the tits in Treswell Wood with few runts and very
little predation (which might indicate a bad season for Great Spotted Woodpeckers). He noted just one (very) wet
collection and the last collection would be at the weekend if we could get through the brambles which also seem
to have had a good season.

Since then the last samples have been collected and the whole season’s collection is now with Ken for his analysis.

Bullfinch Weight Changes

Some time ago lan Newton asked if we could give him our data for Bullfinches. He is working on a book about the
species. Of particular interest to us is his chapter on weight variation throughout the year. For this he has looked at
two long-term data sets - Wytham Wood and Treswell Wood. For such analyses long-term data sets from single
sites are the most useful. The conclusions might appear to some as surprising - the birds are heavier in winter than
at other times even though food supply is at its worst and weather coldest. Males have a very consistent pattern
becoming lighter during the breeding season when they are feeding young reaching a low point in July. Thereafter
they gain weight during the moulting period to reach the heavy winter weight. The autumn weight increase seems
to depend on the stage of moult rather than on external conditions. Females have a similar pattern except there is
more weight variation in the breeding season. She lays down body reserves before egg laying and these also act a s
a buffer in case the male finds insufficient food for her during incubation. Her weight will then drop to be regained
before the second clutch is laid. Typically for small passerines during winter, weight is lost overnight and has to be
regained during the next day. The body reserves are only sufficient to last overnight and part of the next day. The
high average weight in winter results from two things. First is the high weight of surviving birds. Second is that
lighter birds which have not built sufficient fat reserves will die.

This pattern is affected by the presence of Sparrowhawks - as has been demonstrated for Great Tits. With the
predators there is a different balance between increasing weight to enhance overnight survival but also reducing
agility of flight which increases the chance of capture. When Sparrowhawks are present, weights are a little lower
than in their absence.

Everything will be described in detail when the book The Bullfinch is published by Poyser.

lan wanted to visit the wood before publishing anything about its Bullfinches so visited in July. He sent a note of
thanks.

I met John this morning, and he kindly guided me around the wood. It was great to meet him and to finally see
the wood, and especially its largely intact understorey which has disappeared from so many other woods
(including Wytham) as a result of deer browsing. Bird song had almost ceased for the year, but we did see a pair
of Bullfinches fly up from trackside vegetation, which was a highlight for me.

Usutu and other Mosquito-borne Viruses

We were pleased to host to Mariana Santos of ZSL on 15t June. She was here to take samples as part of the VB-
RADAR project www.vb-radar.com led by APHA (Animal and Plant Health Agency) and involving the BTO, ZSL
and UKHSA. This project is investigating the spread of mosquito-borne viruses that affect wild birds. Among these
viruses, you might have heard about Usutu virus, which has led to declines in Blackbird populations in areas
where it is now present. The West Nile Virus may also be present in our bird populations. With appropriate
licences and permissions from various bodies, she was able to take samples from the target species of Song Thrush,
Blackcap and Chiffchaff that we caught.

Mariana thanked us:

Thank you so much for the lovely session yesterday. Not just the sampling, but also getting acquainted with
Treswell Wood.

I have attached my notes from yesterday. The column to the right, “Comments”, might seem a bit cryptic as it
has some notes mostly for myself — for example, where the blood was taken from, and a justification on why
blood was not collected from some individuals. Let me know if you have queries about anything and | will
clarify.
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We could be interested in coming back later in the season, perhaps around August/September. Those would
potentially be the highest risk months for the diseases we are studying. Treswell is quite close to a former
positive test from Gamston. We will be in touch. We hope to share results from the testing soon.

We look forward to hearing the full results in due course, and hope for another visit in the Autumn.
Species records and Al recognition

Over the half century of our operation we have

amassed about 25,000 records of nearly 600 P;?j ””””””””””””””””””””””
species of fungi, plants and animals. The charts  Lepidopera INNIEG_G;:—
shows the number of species in various taxa Mollusc TNNEN—
which we have recorded. These exclude Fungus WM L
Coleoptera I
records where we only know the broad group §  vamm: EEBEBBR X @ @ = 20 020 | .
(e.g. Hawker Dragonfly) and a few where we & rymenoptera B
do not yet have a confirmed identification. Our Diptera WS | . . oo a o
125 bird species include 70 which we have Hgg('f::t? e R S SRR B
ringed, 86 which have been recorded by the oweratthropods®® =~~~
CBC and the rest are casual records, mostly Arachnidae |l @ ~ Species records - Treswell Wood 1972 - 2025
overflying birds (Common Tern or Peregrine). Herpetile M . . . . . .
Orthoptera

The advent of Al photographic identification 0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90 100110120130 140150

has enabled us to record more species. Our Number of Species Recorded
recent ‘new’ species include Marbled White

Butterfly, Dark-edged Bee Fly, Walnut Orbed Spider, and beetles Agapanthia villosoviridescens, Rhasonycha fulva,
Rhagium mordax & Pterostichus madidus. Some of these are derived from initial Al identification but it would be a
mistake to take identifications as absolute - as explained in the following paragraph. For that reason we check
records before adding them to our data set (which will eventually be added to the national data set at the
Biological Records Centre). Checking can be done sometimes by reference to field guides, sometimes by experts
and sometimes by submitting a record to iRecord and seeing what the expert verifier says. One recent sighting we
thought would be a Common Hawker dragonfly. (The ‘Common’ species always seem to be most likely.) It was
redetermined by the iRecord expert as the Migrant Hawker, Aeschna mixta. Another record for which all we could
say was a longhorn beetle was identified by expert Charlie Barnes. It was Agapanthia villosoviridescens, the
Golden-bloomed Grey Longhorn Beetle. This handsome species (picture on page 1) with scientific and common
names at least as long as its ‘horns’, is widespread in England and not uncommon. As with so many species it is
under-recorded. Thanks are due to various experts, including the iRecord verifiers, for their identifications.

In the last few years we have seen a marked increase in the availability and use of apps on smartphones to identify
species from photographs or sound recording. Some platforms, notably iRecord and iNaturalist, then accept the
record for the relevant species record dataset once the user has confirmed the identification given by the Al app.
The platforms all aim to harness the power of citizen science to add to our knowledge of species distributions in
both space and time. But there is a problem. Apps usually give a probability of correct identification but, alas,
many users ignore this and take the identification as absolute fact. Some users seem not really interested in making
a contribution to the project; they are just ‘listers’. Their aim is to have recorded as many species as possible. Click,
submit, forget! iNaturalist seems to encourage this behaviour by displaying recorders’ profiles - number of species,
number of records etc. The success rate of identification varies with the app and with the taxon. Merlin, which
identifies birds by sound, scores very highly with a success rate of around 90%. iNaturalist, on the other hand,
misidentifies about half of slug records.

Noteworthy Encounters

Species Age/Sex Ring Date Grid

Great Spotted Woodpecker 4M LK39135  29/06/2025 Q03

An old friend ringed 4y 197d previously and this is its 12th encounter. All have been at the feeding station and
eight of those during the breeding season. This seems to be the time of highest use of feeders by the species - easy
food for the adults giving more time to forage for natural food for the young.

Great Spotted Woodpecker 3 LK39444  22/06/2025 Q03
The first juvenile woodpecker of the year. It was caught at the feeder. We rarely catch this species in mist nets
away from the feeders because their normal foraging range is far above mist-net height.
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Jay 6 DT21922  03/07/2025 C03
We hear and see Jays very frequently, often flying within the range of mist nets but rarely catch them. This is the
first since May 2024.

Blackcap aF unringed  29/06/2025
We had seen a number of birds suffering from Avian Pox since its first appearance in the wood in 2014. Mostly it
affected Great Tits with 78 pox-infected captures of that species.
We also have records of infected Marsh Tit (1), Coal Tit (2),
Chaffinch (1) and Dunnock (4). This is the first infected Blackcap
to be found in the wood. Unusually the lesions were on the legs
4 - we have only one previous ‘leg’ record on a Great Tit. The
standard ringing practice is to release sick or injured birds
unringed. However in the outbreak of a decade ago the BTO
agreed that we could ring such birds simply because had such a
high retrap rate that we might be able to see whether birds could
recover. It was a good move - we do have records which show
e that even severely infected birds can recover. Obviously they
will have a reduced probability of survival if the lesions affect feeding, flight or vision. Avian Pox in itself is not
fatal. However if they recover their chances of survival should be back to normal. Unfortunately we could not ring
this bird as a ring on an infected leg could exacerbate the condition.

We have frequently reported on the pox in TWITTER. Perhaps the most striking note is in No. 106 of March 2016.
It shows a Great Tit with much of the inside of the mouth filled with a lesion. Remarkably that particular bird did
recover.

By chance (or is there a widespread outbreak of Avian Pox?) an article in the current issue of ‘Life Cycle’ (the BTO
newsletter circulated to ringers and nest recorders) describes, with a series of photographs, the recovery of a Great
Tit from being severely infected back to normal health.

Marsh Tit 3J AEZ3972  08/06/2025 ROO

We did not manage to ring any Marsh Tit nestlings this year for none nested in boxes. We have now caught five
unringed, recently fledged juveniles. In addition we have caught two adults this year. Because juveniles do not
disperse until the autumn and, even then, rarely disperse more than a few hundred metres, it seems that the
species still has a toehold in the wood.

BlueTit 6 ANAT7466  29/06/2025 NO7

This is the oldest recent Blue Tit at 6y 295d since ringing. This is its 7th encounter including one roosting and,
perhaps surprisingly, only one at a feeding station. Typically once tits are aware of the feeding station they will use
it often. This one is a non-conformist.

BlueTit 6F AKX1238  06/05/2025 K03

This is our 5t bird ringed at Finningley, some 20km northwards. It was ringed in October 2023 by Doncaster
Ringing Group and we first encountered it in the wood in 2024. Our first Finningley bird was in 1989 and the
species from there have been very mixed - two Blue Tits and one each of Great Tit, Goldcrest, Blackbird and
Blackcap.

BlueTit 3J BTD1992  08/06/2025 Q01

The first retrapped nestling ringed Blue Tit of the 2025 cohort. So far we have only caught four of the 308 which
fledged. This very low total must, at least in part, result from a reduced number of visits, resulting from weather and
also a reduced amount of netting at the feeding station as a result of both weather and shortages of manpower.

Great Tit 3J PY79057  15/06/2025 K03

The first nestling ringed Great Tit retrap of the year. We have now retrapped seven of the 127 which fledged. This
is a higher proportion than that of Blue Tits but still rather lower than typical. Again it is lack of netting at the
feeding station which is probably a major factor. Normally we retrap several very soon after fledging at the feeder.
This bird was caught elsewhere. In addition it was caught a week after the first Blue Tit. Definitely not the normal
pattern of events.

Goldcrest 4M RCA519  29/06/2025 NO6

This bird is a retrap from December 2024 when we might have been assumed it to be a winter visitor. However at
this capture it was in breeding condition. This is very unusual. Out of 2560 Goldcrests encountered in the wood
over the last half century, only two others have been encountered in both the breeding season and winter.
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Treecreeper 6 JTE162 03/07/2025 Cco3

An old friend ringed in 2018 and this is its 7th encounter. It has always been caught in one of the southern
compartments of the wood H, | or J. Within these it seems to wander very widely. This is typical for the species - a
large range within which it moves freely but to which it is rigidly restricted. Compare that with the similarly-sized
Wrens which may occasionally move a long way within the wood but are generally restricted to a very small patch
- often under 100 metres in diameter.

Blackbird 6F LK39054  29/06/2025 MO7

This bird has a very similar capture pattern to the Song Thrush (below). It was ringed in 2019 and recaptured in the
breeding season in 2021. After that no captures for another four years even though all its captures have been in the
same standard site which we visit five times each year.

Song Thrush 6M RW74334  15/06/2025 L 0O

We ringed and recaptured this bird as a first breeding season male in 2021, both times caught in the same standard
site. Then no recaptures until now, four years later - and again as a breeding bird in the same standard site. It is
very odd that we have not retrapped it in that site in between times.

Dunnock 5 PL62706  13/04/2025 E04

Our first Dunnock control since 2021. It was ringed in Retford by the North Notts. Ringing Group in early March. It
is only the 6th movement we have recorded to or from the wood. The other five have been at Clarborough (1979),
Woodbeck (1983), Darlton (2021) and more distant Wellow (1977) and Lincoln (1976).

Bullfinch aF unringed 20/07/2025 Go4

As with Avian Pox, we have had, in the past, outbreaks of Scaly Leg Mite. In this the leg, or legs, become encrusted
with scales caused by the mite. The leg then becomes unringable. We first encountered the scaly leg mite in the
wood in 2015. It has mostly affected Chaffinches - we have 47 records from that time onwards. The low number of
cases we have found recently probably results from the low number of Chaffinches we catch. Indeed the lack of
Chaffinches could be related to the Scaly Leg Mite problem.

We had not caught Bullfinches recently with the mites so, at first, considered this a most unusual event. Alas, no.
Another memory failure. Looking back we did capture 20 infected almost all in 2019 & 2020 when we saw it at
least as often on Bullfinches as on Chaffinches.

10-Week Summary: 2025 Interval 3, Captures in Standard Sites

New Birds Recaptures Total
Adult 5 3 Adult 5 3

Sparrowhawk . 1 . . . . 1
Jay 1 . . . . . 1
Marsh Tit 4 1 1 6
Blue Tit 7 2 1 4 14
Great Tit . 9 1 3 13
Chiffchaff 6 . 7 3 16
Blackcap 8 . 12 2 22
Goldcrest . . . 1 1
Wren 2 5 24 3 2 36
Treecreeper . . 2 2 4
Blackbird 7 1 3 7 18
Song Thrush 3 2 1 1 1 1 9
Robin 3 3 12 . 2 . 20
Dunnock 4 1 12 3 . . 20
Bullfinch 1 1 . . . . 2
Totals 35 14 93 26 6 9 183

Standard Site Totals in 10-week periods - Summary table - 1978 to 2025

Interval 1 2 3 4 5 Total
Maximum 128 198 288 253 177 864
Minimum 57 57 89 66 59 421

Mean 92 115 161 127 126 612



