
Happy New Year. You may just notice some changes to the format of this issue of TWITTER. My very old 
Iyonix computer which uses the Acorn RISC OS operating system, which has proved so simple but 
versatile when editing graphs and other diagrams, has expired. I am hoping to replace it with RISC OS on 
a Raspberry Pi – but that may take a while. In the meantime, apologies that you have to suffer the 
inadequacies of these graphs produced using Windows operating system.

We ended our 52nd year of ringing in the wood by completing the last standard site for the year on the 28th 

December. After a run of three week-ends in late November and early December with high winds and rain 
it was a relief to be out and finish our standard sites. Ringing in high winds is unsafe for the birds, unsafe 
for ringers and unsafe for mist nets.  Particularly with the effects of ash dieback, falling branches are a 
greater hazard than they were in the past. December has always been a difficult month. Apart from 
weather, the Christmas and New Year activities tend to reduce ringer-availablity. We only managed three 
visits in December against a long-term average of four.

Numbers caught in the standard sites were just below the 47-year mean of 127 with a catch of 120 birds in 
the last ten week period, and the year’s total of 686 is comfortably above the mean of 612. We had felt 
that there were relatively few juveniles this autumn. An examination of the data over the years justified 
the impression. The graph shows the proportion of juveniles caught in mist nets where there were no 
special attractants (feeder, playback call) in the last 10 weeks of the year. This year yielded the second 
lowest proportion of juveniles with only 2021 being lower. (Note that excluded from the data are all Long-
tailed Tits which cannot be aged after their autumn moult and any other, very few, individuals where we 
could not determine the age reliably.)

Catches at temporary 
and permanent feeding 
stations have been very 
low even though birds are 
emptying some of the 
feeders in less than a 
week of them being filled. 
An obvious reason might 
seem to be that birds 
have become net shy, 
avoiding feeding stations 
when nets are set. 
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However this explanation is not correct. As small woodland birds, on average, live only a year or two they 
would have learned about mist nets at feeding stations over 40 years ago and captures at the feeders 
would have been derisory for very many years.
Whilst thinking about the lack of juveniles we also wondered about the diversity of birds captured in the 
last 10 weeks. As usual we use the Shannon-Weiner index of diversity. (This gives a number which, on its 
own, is pretty meaningless. It only really has meaning when used for comparisons.) The graph shows the 
diversity measures for birds caught in the last 10 weeks of the year since we began constant effort netting 
in 1978. The data include all constant effort captures and other captures in ordinary mist nets with no 
additional attractants. The picture does not look good at all with a long term trend of reducing diversity.

 Before we point a finger of blame at woodland management, we need to be aware of Charles Deeming’s 
work of a few years ago. In that he showed that a major driver of the woodland population is the 
population in the surrounding region. To know whether the diversity on the wood is falling more rapidly 
than expected we would need to have a corresponding measure of diversity for the East Midlands for the 
last 10 weeks of each of the last 45 years – not something that is readily (if at all) available. We think it 
likely that the woodland diversity is, in fact, holding up better that that of the surrounding area.

Common Birds Census 2024
The CBC survey for 2024 has been completed and analysed. The territory counts are shown in the table. 
Thanks to all the team who have been involved with the work – Keith, George, Paul and Andy (Goold) for 
the surveying, Chris (Bennet) for aggregating the survey data and Ellen for drawing the maps and 
assessing territory numbers. Steve now has the paper maps ready for digitisation. 
The total number of territories determined is higher than in the past two years, above the long-term 
average of 447 and approaching the record total of 554. Ellen noted some interesting results - we had no 
registrations of Goldcrests, and few registrations of  other species that are high pitched and quieter, 
Treecreeper, Coal Tit, Long-tailed Tit for example. She wondered if these high-pitched calls are sometimes 
missed by recorders – particularly in windier weather. However the ringing and nestbox data also show 
2024 has been a poor year for these breeding species. Comparing ringing data with CBC territory shows 
remarkably similar patterns in abundance in the long term. It seems that, sadly, the lack of registrations of 
the high-pitched calls results from a lack of these species rather than recorders missing them. The graph 
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below shows comparisons between CBC territories and ringing data for one of these species. In all the 
graphs comparing CBC data and ringing numbers note that where there have been some registrations but 
too few to determine a territory we have given a score of 0.5 territories.

The 12 Dunnock territories seemed very low for a loud and obvious singer. (See graph on page 7) 
Compared to the ‘good old days’ when ringers referred to the wood as ‘Dunnock City’ these numbers are 
very low. However compared to recent years they are, if anything, creeping up a little from their very low 
point a few years ago. 

Treswell Wood CBC – Number of territories determined 2024
Species 2021 2022 2023 2024 Minimum

(1973-2024)
Maximum 
(1973-2024)

Average
(1973-2024)

Grey Heron 0 0 F F 0 0 0

Canada Goose X 0 0 F 0 0 0

Mallard 0 0 F X 1 2 0.2

Sparrowhawk 1 1 X 0 1 1 0.4

Buzzard 3 1 0 X 1 3 0.3

Pheasant 7 8 N/C 6 3 12 6.8

Woodcock 1 X 1 X 1 3 0.8

Stock Dove 15 17 12 13 1 17 3.4

Woodpigeon 11 7 8 6 1 25 2.2

Cuckoo 0 X 0 0 1 11 1.2

Tawny Owl 3 1 2 2 1 3 1.8

Green Woodpecker 3 2 4 4 1 4 1.1

Great Spotted Woodpecker 7 5 10 6 1 10 4

Skylark X 3 A A 1 5 0.8

Swallow 0 X F F 1 1 0.1

Wren 90 91 68 113 16 127 73.9
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Species 2021 2022 2023 2024 Minimum
(1973-2024)

Maximum 
(1973-2024)

Average
(1973-2024)

Dunnock 12 8 9 12 4 37 15.8

Robin 50 50 54 74 27 98 57.3

Blackbird 33 27 32 27 16 42 28.7

Song Thrush 14 18 21 17 3 33 14.7

Redwing 0 0 0 X 0 0 0

Fieldfare X 0 0 X 0 0 0

Mistle Thrush 2 1 1 X 1 7 1.2

Whitethroat X 1 0 1 1 11 1.1

Garden Warbler X 1 F 1 1 24 6.7

Blackcap 37 22 24 39 8 39 23.2

Chiffchaff 47 29 49 57 1 57 20.6

Willow Warbler 1 2 3 3 1 54 15.7

Goldcrest 0 1 X 0 1 5 0.4

Long-tailed Tit 2 3 1 X 1 12 4.3

Marsh Tit 5 2 1 1 1 6 2.2

Coal Tit 3 2 2 1 1 11 4.2

Blue Tit 86 71 86 76 25 86 55.4

Great Tit 48 42 38 45 8 58 34.4

Nuthatch 16 14 12 8 1 16 2.9

Treecreeper 6 3 X X 1 7 3.1

Jay 5 4 0 1 1 6 2.2

Jackdaw 5 3 1 X 1 5 0.4

Crow 3 1 0 X 1 4 0.9

Chaffinch 31 21 26 23 21 62 39.7

Goldfinch 1 X X X 1 2 0.3

Bullfinch 6 1 2 1 1 10 3

TOTALS 554 463 467 537 319 554 446.9

The Effects of Coppicing on Avian Assemblages at Treswell Wood
Harry Keats, an MSc student at Lincoln University working under the supervision of Charles Deeming has 
submitted his thesis.

His abstract includes the following:
Results revealed various trends occurred over time with Simpson diversity, Shannon diversity and species 
richness values generally declining through the study period. Abundance, however, declined over the first 20 
years but increased again over the final 15 years. Coppicing had little effect on diversity and total bird 
abundance, but individual species had significant preferences for different coppice ages. Species of different 
migratory groups and dietary niches also had significantly different trends across time, but only migratory 
groups differed significantly across coppice ages. Species trends indicated that young coppice (<5 years) and 
uncoppiced woodland/old coppice (>35 years) were preferred most by species with significant effects across 
coppice age, perhaps indicating coppicing as an effective strategy for providing a useful habitat for these 
species. Total abundance did, however, decline and increase in a similar pattern to the degree of coppice 
activity at Treswell Wood, and with most species preferring uncoppiced areas, this indicates the disturbance 
coppicing causes may have complex effects on total abundance of the bird assemblage as a whole. The 
inclusion of dietary niche analysis and the longest running study period for a bird monitoring project in a 
coppiced woodland led to results that were unique to this study and contribute to research into the effects of 
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coppicing on bird populations from a new perspective.

We should note that the reduction in diversity is in line with what we have already noted. Harry’s study is 
the first to look at different migratory and dietary guilds within the wood. In our paper with Andrew 
MacColl some 15 years ago we noted that for many species the preferred coppice age was between 5 and 
35 years – the opposite to what Harry suggests. This apparent contradiction is because Harry has looked 
at abundance throughout the year and lumped all age classes together. In our study we treated different 
age classes and seasons separately. We did note, for example, that Wren juveniles and adults appeared to 
have different preferences in the autumn.  The apparent contradiction of conclusions draws attention to 
the value of coppicing in providing a diversity of habitats which allows species to move between habitats 
as preferences vary through the seasons. Understanding ecological processes is far from straightforward – 
even with 50 years’ systematic data to work on.
Many thanks to Harry (and Charles of course) for this work and to the many ringers, past and present, 
who have contributed to the data set).

Noteworthy Encounters
Species Age/Sex Ring Date Grid
Blue Tit 4 Z782433 21/10/2024 R-1
It is 8 years and 91 days since we ringed this Blue Tit, beating our previous age record, set in 1998, by just 
one day. We had not retrapped it since 2021 and until today’s capture we had only caught it at a feeding 
station or on the north edge of the wood, presumably commuting from a garden. Today it was well away 
from the feeding station and that edge of the wood. 
A Blue Tit this old is most exceptional. Of the 13,988 Blue Tits we have encountered, only five have 
reached seven years and of those five only two reached into eight years.

Long-tailed Tit 2 JTE726 17/11/2024 F03
4 years almost exactly since ringing in 2020 and the oldest of the 47 individuals encountered this year. Of 
these only one was a male in breeding condition – little surprise that there were few CBC registrations. 
Long-tailed Tits are very mobile, often moving in loose family parties, sometimes ranging over several 
kilometres. It is quite possible to have a poor breeding season in the wood to be followed by large autumn 
captures of parties from elsewhere or, indeed vice versa.

Goldcrest 3M PNR090 3M 21/10/2024 R00
This is the first of our 
winter captures of 
Goldcrests. Only 12 
were caught to the end 
of the year, none of 
them recaptures from 
earlier. We caught 14 
birds in January and 
February 2024 and 
none at all between 
The end of February 
and this bird in late 
October. The lack of 
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captures in the breeding season ties in with the lack of records by CBC recorders. The graph compares the 
annual Goldcrest captures with CBC records. Because Goldcrests are mainly winter visitors to the wood 
we should not expect an exact correspondence with CBC territories which record their activity in the 
breeding season. 

Fieldfare 4 LK39415 15/12/2024 M03
This is our first Fieldfare to be caught since 2003 and only the 11th we have ringed. Most of the captures 
have been in the hard winters of 1978/79 and 1982/83 and most of those occurred on the edge of the wood. 
You will have noted that this species appears in the CBC table. This is because one was seen early in the 
CBC recording season but only flying through the wood and not exhibiting any signs of territorial activity.

Redwing 4 RF28866 17/11/2024 F03
The first Redwing of the winter making a total of 177 ringed in the wood. With the 11 ringed in January 
the 2024 total is the highest since the 1970s except for 15 ringed in 2019. Is a very mobiles species, not 
faithful to wintering grounds and, in general, subsequent encounters of the species are very low. For 
example in 2023 there were 124 Redwings ringed in Nottinghamshire but none of these have yet been re-
encountered.
Treswell has recorded just two subsequent encounters. One ringed in early 1976 was found in the wood 
three months later ‘long dead’. The other, a live recapture, was a bird ringed in autumn 2017 and retrapped 
in the wood two weeks later.

Robin 2 ANE3234 10/11/2024 Q03
 Yet another ‘exceptional’ Robin. It is now wearing its fourth successive adult set of feathers.  Only on very 
close inspection could it be aged, correctly but tentatively, as an adult. Looking back at its previous history 
it was easy to age when still in juvenile plumage. After its post-juvenile moult but (possibly) with some 
retained juvenile greater coverts it was first thought to be an adult. A year later, in its first full adult 
plumage it was easy to age correctly. In spring 2023 ageing was problematic, as it was on this occasion. We 
are building a collection of pictures of Robin wing feathers in the hope that, eventually, we can throw 
more light on ageing of these ‘exceptional’ individuals which we seem to encounter exceptionally 
frequently.

Dunnock 2 TY35010 15/12/2024 N00
Ringed in its first breeding season in 2021 this is its 5th capture. Dunnocks are sedentary – this one 
appears particularly so. Today’s capture was in the same set of nets as it has always been caught. Its other 
captures were all within a radius of 25 metres. Today’s capture is all of 50 metres away.
Ellen had expressed surprise at the low number of Dunnock territories recorded. As seen in the graph, this 
low number is in 
agreement with 
ringing records. 
Both show a 
steep decline in 
numbers with, in 
recent years, 
evidence of a 
small but steady 
recovery.
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Bullfinch 3M AEZ3872 28/12/2024 I04
Bullfinch captures have been sporadic this year with a total of only 16. However, seven of these have been 
in the last 10 weeks and this particular bird was one of four juveniles caught on the same day – one 
quarter of the year’s captures of the species. This is the lowest number of Bullfinch captures in any year 
(equalled in 2001 when ringing was restricted through foot and mouth closure)– a little lower than the 
previous low of 19 in 2021 (reduced ringing because of lockdown). It is far lower than the average of 65 and 
negligible compared to the 254 in the exceptional drought year of 1976 when so many birds were caught 
coming to drink at the pond.

Annual Summary - All bird encounters 2024
   Ctrl. New Birds Retraps PIT Recvs. Other Total

  Adul
t

Juvnl Pulli Rt SDR 

 Sparrowhawk . 1 . . . . . . . 1

 Stock Dove . 3 . 11 2 . . . . 16

 Tawny Owl . . . 5 3 . . . . 8

 Great Spotted Woodpecker . 1 4 . 3 2 . . . 10

 Jay . 1 . . 1 . . . . 2

 Coal Tit . . 6 10 28 2 . . . 46

 Marsh Tit . . 3 . 25 4 . . . 32

 Blue Tit 3 66 50 284 163 11 . . 9 586

 Great Tit . 22 50 153 159 28 . . 3 415

 Long-tailed Tit . 23 4 . 45 9 . 1 . 82

 Willow Warbler . 1 . . . . . . . 1

 Chiffchaff . 25 9 . 10 1 . . . 45

 Blackcap . 28 11 . 8 6 . . . 53

 Goldcrest . 15 5 . 6 4 . . . 30

 Wren . 41 34 1 33 7 . . . 116

 Nuthatch . 6 3 . 11 . . . . 20

 Treecreeper . 6 6 . 10 2 . . . 24

 Blackbird . 44 12 3 32 4 . . . 95

 Fieldfare . 1 . . . . . . . 1

 Redwing . 12 . . . . . . . 12

 Song Thrush . 18 6 . 13 4 . . . 41

 Robin . 26 30 . 43 7 . . . 106

 House Sparrow . 6 . . . . . . . 6

 Dunnock . 15 11 . 29 3 . . . 58

 Chaffinch . 3 1 . . . . . . 4

 Bullfinch . 5 8 . 3 . . . . 16

 Greenfinch . 1 . . . . . . . 1

 Totals 3 376 253 467 627 94 . 1 12 1833
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10-Week Summary: 2024 Interval 5, Captures in Standard Sites

New Birds Recaptures Total

Adult 5 3 Adult 5 3

Marsh Tit . . . . . 2 2

Blue Tit . . 5 9 . 3 17

Great Tit . . 3 13 . 6 22

Long-tailed Tit 3 . . 11 . . 14

Goldcrest 4 . 2 . . . 6

Wren 2 . 7 6 . . 15

Treecreeper . . 1 2 . 2 5

Blackbird 3 . . 6 . . 9

Song Thrush . . 1 1 . . 2

Robin 1 . 4 9 . 3 17

Dunnock 1 . 1 2 . . 4

Bullfinch . . 7 . . . 7

Totals 14 . 31 59 . 16 120
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